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Norway must support the ICC’s decision to investigate war crimes committed in the 

West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip 

 

The Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court (ICC), Fatou Bensouda, announced 

on March 3rd that the Court has launched an investigation into the alleged war crimes 

committed in the West Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip.  

 

The initiative “Defend International Law” and the International Commission of Jurists 

Norway (ICJ-Norway) wish to emphasize the importance of the support of the Norwegian 

government to Bensouda’s decision. This support is in line with the Norwegian government's 

stated foreign policy. We refer to the government’s political platform 

(Granavoldenplattformen), which states that the government will support the International 

Criminal Court and work to ensure that more nations accept the jurisdiction of the court.1 The 

government has also stated that Norway will remain a consistent partner in the fight against 

impunity.2 The government has further emphasized that it will use its new position as a 

member of the UN Security Council to promote a solution in the Middle East based on 

international law, relevant Security Council resolutions and internationally agreed 

parameters.3 

 

The ICC will investigate war crimes committed after June 13, 2014, including: 

 

1. The Gaza War in the summer of 2014, triggered by Israel's military operation 

"Operation Protective Edge", an incident which an UN report concludes may be 

constructed as war crimes.4 2251 Palestinians, of which 1,417 were civilians, were 

killed. Seventy-three Israelis were killed, six civilians.5  

 

2. The demonstrations at the Gaza Strip, known as The Great March of Return, which 

started on March 30, 2018. The UN investigation of February 28, 2019, determined 

that Israel may have committed war crimes and crimes against humanity by allowing 

Israeli troops to shoot on unarmed protesters, disabled people, health workers and 

journalists.6  

 

 
1 https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/7b0b7f0fcf0f4d93bb6705838248749b/plattform.pdf, page 105.  
2 https://www.regjeringen.no/en/aktuelt/statement_icc/id2791589/  
3 https://www.regjeringen.no/no/aktuelt/situasjonen-i-midtosten/id2830180/ 
4 https://www.ohchr.org/en/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=16119&LangID=E  
5 https://www.ochaopt.org/content/key-figures-2014-hostilities . 
6 https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/CoIOPT/A_HRC_40_74.pdf  
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One year after the protests began, 195 Palestinians had been killed (41 children), and 

29,000 wounded.7   

 

3. The various Israeli settlements in the West Bank, including in East Jerusalem.  

There are currently about 475,000 Israeli settlers in the West Bank and 218,000 in East 

Jerusalem, and the number is currently increasing rapidly. The continued expansion of 

new settlements stands in stark contrast to the unambiguous and international 

condemnation of the settlements, which have been declared illegal by the UN Security 

Council, the UN General Assembly as well as intergovernmental bodies such as the 

EU, and individual countries, including Norway. 

 

The international community has thus far failed to hold Israel responsible for its violations of 

international law in the occupied territories. The reaction by the international community to 

the aforementioned crimes and violations has, so far, been limited to urging resolution 

through dialogue. The decision of the ICC is therefore an important first step to hold the 

Israeli authorities responsible for long-standing and serious crimes committed in the West 

Bank, including East Jerusalem and the Gaza Strip. The lack of reaction to abuses committed 

against the Palestinian people and Israel's persistent violation of international law risks 

undermining the norms and respect for international law.  

 

We fully expect that the ICC will be subjected to great pressure aimed at hindering or 

stopping the process. Several countries, including Canada, Germany and Australia, have 

already publicly stated that the ICC does not have jurisdiction in this case. The Israeli Prime 

Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, calls the ICC a political tribunal and says the decision is "pure 

anti-Semitism." The United States, which last year imposed sanctions on named employees at 

the ICC, was also quick to condemn Bensouda's decision. 

 

We assume that the Norwegian government stands by its outspoken principles and support of 

the ICC and will express its unreserved support to the court in this matter.  

 

 

 

On behalf of The Initiative Defend International Law and ICJ-Norway 

 

Lawyer Kjell Brygfjeld/s    Professor Terje Einarsen/s 

Founder of the Initiative    Head of the Board, ICJ Norway 

 

Copy to:  

The Norwegian Parliament's Committee on Foreign affairs and Defence, Special Coordinator 

for the Middle East Peace Tor Wennesland, The Chief Prosecutor of the International 

Criminal Court 

 
7 https://www.unrwa.org/newsroom/press-releases/great-march-return-scores-people-killed-and-injured-
over-one-year 
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